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that will use computer control to per-
form the desired tasks. This means that 
students will integrate computer pro-
gramming and control with mechanical 
designs to produce autonomous de-
vices. This hands-on approach to learn-
ing will teach students how to create 
working mechanical structures that com-
bine simple machine concepts to create 
complex multifunction devices. The pri-
mary objective of the course is to pro-
vide students with the opportunity to 
explore STEM fields and make them 
aware of potential areas of interest. 

A new Technology Education course 
offering at Timothy Edwards Middle 
School will allow students to explore 
STEM (Science Technology Engineering 
and Mathematics) topics as components 
of a Pre-Engineering program specifi-
cally designed for middle school stu-
dents. Eighth grade students will ex-
plore Automation and Robotics by 
tracing the history, development, and 
influence of automation and robotics. 
The curriculum will explore mechanical 
systems, energy transfer, machine 
automation, and computer control sys-

tems. Students will use the VEX Robotics 
platform to design, build, and program 
objects that simulate traffic lights, toll 
booths, and robotic arms as well as 
other student designed devices. 

Students will explore engineering by 
designing solutions to problems and 
then create a device that can perform 
the tasks their machine has been de-
signed to demonstrate. The students 
will create a variety of potential solu-
tions and document their designs in an 
engineering notebook. They will select 
their best solutions and build a device 
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On April 15, 2014, 
the newly formed Pro-
fessional Development 
and Evaluation Com-
mittee (PDEC) held its 
first meeting. The com-
mittee was formed 

pursuant to South Windsor Board of 
Education policy 4131 which directs 
the superintendent to establish a dis-
trict-wide professional development 
committee consisting of certified em-
ployees and other school personnel 
whom administration deems appropri-
ate. The purpose of the PDEC is two-
fold: to oversee the development, 
evaluation, and annual updating of a 
comprehensive professional develop-
ment plan for certified employees of 
the district, and to make recommenda-
tions regarding revisions to the teacher 
and administrator evaluation plan.  

The committee will be responsible for 
gathering information, analyzing feed-

back from stakeholders, and gaining 
consensus in order to make recommen-
dations. These recommendations will be 
informed by input received from the 
committee as well as any state man-
dates or legislation. Any recommenda-
tions put forth for implementation will 
be reviewed by the Superintendent 
and presented to the Board for ap-
proval, as appropriate. The initial fo-
cus of the committee was to address 
the state changes surrounding the new 
teacher evaluation plan. A revised 
plan was approved by the committee, 
subsequently approved by the Board, 
and filed with the state of Connecticut 
on  May 16. Our next meeting will con-
centrate on beginning to develop a 
comprehensive PD plan and outlining 
the PD activities for 2014-2015, as 
well as assessing the impact of the new 
CT Common Core of Teaching (CCT) 
Rubric for Effective Teaching on next 
year’s TEVAL plan.  

Technology Education Al Mothersele 

To stay connected and keep you in-
formed, detailed information regard-
ing the PDEC is available on the district 
website under Curriculum & Instruction, 
Professional Development. 

 

If you have questions or suggestions for 
the committee, district or school-based 
PD initiatives, or TEVAL, please contact 
any member of the PDEC, as outlined 
below: 

Basso, T. 
Butson, E. 
Cavanaugh, A. 
Chestone, L. 
Czapla, S. 
Driscoll, C. 
Graney, A. 
Hansen, D. 
Keegan, S. 
Laraia, M. 
Mortensen, S. * 

Mothersele, A. 
Newcomb, K. 
Olio, D. * 
Pearson, M. 
Powell, D. 
Simmons, M. 
Smith, K. 
Tomaselli-Nettleton, J. 
Tortora, M. 
Wolff, A. 
Zinn Rowthorn, H. 

PDEC Committee Members 

* Co-Chairs 



Spring brings POETRY to many class-
rooms this year. Aligned with the Com-
mon Core literacy standards, particu-
larly those related to author’s craft 
and text structure, students in many 
grades are examining and creating 
poetic texts. In grade three, for exam-
ple, students are using nature as an 
inspiration, aligned to their plant study 
in science, to compose poetry in a vari-
ety of formats. The fourth graders are 
integrating more narrative elements 
into their work and creating poems that 
tell stories. Their narrative poems, 
along the lines of “Casey at the Bat” 
and “The Midnight Ride of Paul Re-

vere,” will incorporate details and dia-
logue taken directly from prose texts 
they are analyzing in class. The eighth 
grade language arts students are 
working with narrative poetry as well. 
As they study poetry such as “Witness,” 
the Newberry Award winning novel 
written in verse about a Vermont town 
in the 1920s struggling with issues of 
prejudice and racism, they are crafting 
their own verse versions of sections of 
more traditional novels written in 
prose. 

Literacy intervention at every level has 
become increasingly nuanced and col-

laborative. We’re excited that co-
teaching at the middle school will move 
into its second year of implementation 
next year, and teachers will continue to 
work with a coach to hone instructional 
practices and support the integration 
of intervention and tier 1 instruction.  
Following several vertical meetings, the 
elementary interventionists are now 
dedicating a large portion of their 
early release PD time to meet as a 
district-wide team. They have formed 
a genuine PLC to study best practice 
within and outside our district. 
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district by grade level, and this spring 
in the primary grades we had the op-
portunity to focus on Science.  Kinder-
garten teachers have implemented the 
National Geographic leveled readers 
into their Literacy units.  First and sec-
ond grade teachers had the opportu-
nity to see the National Geographic 
books and kits for their grade levels, 
as we look at supporting literacy 
through science non-fiction leveled 
texts.  Several middle and high school 
teachers attended the NSTA confer-
ence in Boston, and brought back ideas 
and energy to share with their col-
leagues.  At the High School, on June 

6th ninth grade teachers are facilitating 
an Environmental Poster fair.  This is a 
culminating end of year activity, focus-
ing on Human Impacts and all ninth 
grade students will have the opportu-
nity to view the projects completed by 
their peers. 

Congratulations to our Science Olym-
piad teams!  The students and coaches 
prepare all year for the one day com-
petition and should be very proud of 
their accomplishments – 2nd place for 
the high school team, and 5th place for 
the middle school team. 

Science teachers in district and across 
the state continue to watch and wait 
for the State Department of Education 
to make decisions regarding the Next 
Generation Science Standards (NGSS).  
Until a decision is made, engaging ac-
tivities and labs continue in our class-
rooms as we follow the State Science 
Frameworks providing our students with 
hands-on inquiry opportunities at all 
levels.  Students were administered the 
Science CMT in grades 5 & 8, and the 
Science CAPT in grade 10 in March. 

Early release days provide the oppor-
tunity for teachers to meet across the 

Literacy Hayley Zinn Rowthorn 

Science Sheryl Mortensen 

where they learned about the French 
and Spanish programs. Designed by 
Nicole Fecteau, this program high-
lighted what students learn in 7th and 
8th grade.  The interactive program 
allowed students to ask questions of 
current French and Spanish students.  

Our new AP Spanish course at South 
Windsor High School exposes students 
to the AP language themes of Beauty 

and Aesthetics, Science and Technol-
ogy, Global Challenges, Contempo-
rary Life, Families and Communities, 
and Personal and Public Identities. The 
students are eager to join our AP 
French students in taking the exam this 
year.   

Across the district, we have completed 
the LAS Links C testing for all of our 
English language learners.  This new 
state assessment monitors English profi-
ciency in both academic and social 
language and is aligned to CCSS. This 
is critical data that allows us to monitor 
proficiency of our English learners. 

At TEMS, all 6th grade students were 
participants in a mini language lesson 

World Languages/ELL Karen Stoj 
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On the state level, the implementation 
of the C3 (College, Career, and Civic 
Life) document has guided the creation 
of new draft standards. These new 
outlines for courses are aligned with 
national Common Core standards and 
are rooted in inquiry. The instructional 
shifts include crafting questions, estab-
lishing collaboration to support inquiry, 
integrating content and skills meaning-
fully, articulating discipline-specific 
literary practices, and providing tangi-
ble opportunities for students to take 
informed action. Teachers in South 
Windsor have been among the first in 
the state to examine the new draft 
standards with the corresponding in-
structional shifts and to look at current 
practices in their classrooms. 

Spring is always an exciting time for 
Social Studies in South Windsor. Third 
grade students took part on the histori-
cal Main Street field trip, while 5th 
grade students culminated their study 
of the Civil War with encampments. 
Guest presenters and parent volunteers 
from South Windsor and the region 
participate to help make the experi-
ences memorable and rich. Activities 
ranged from demonstrations about 
soldier life, to Civil War medicine, fa-
mous women of the era, and students 
playing Town Ball,  a 19th century New 
England precursor to baseball.  

Teachers at the middle and high school 
have created and implemented new 
common assessments throughout the 
year that are content-based, but mod-

eled on Smarter Balanced test ques-
tions. Work during PLC time has en-
sured that students have an experience 
which closely simulates the variety and 
manner of questions asked on the test. 
This has been a large undertaking and 
teachers have fully met the challenge. 

This year also marks the inaugural class 
of inductees into the National Social 
Studies Honor Society (Rho Kappa) 
which stresses exemplary scholarship in 
high school Social Studies courses, as 
well as a commitment to community 
service. The South Windsor chapter of 
Rho Kappa was also pleased to wel-
come National Council for the Social 
Studies president Steven Armstrong to 
our induction ceremony on May 19th. 

Social Studies Gregory Frank 

Mathematics Sharon Keegan 

Spring is in the air and the elementary 
Math Interventionists have been hard 
at work preparing curriculum for grade 
5 which will align with the CCSSM and 
utilize the Investigations core materials.  
They will be presenting the last two 
Investigation Units to grades 3 and 4 
during the early release PD sessions.  
In addition we will be offering a Frac-
tions workshop that will enable grade 
3-5 teachers to explore ways to make 
learning fractions engaging and dispel 
common misconceptions.  Grade 5 

teachers will participate in PD sessions 
where they will receive an overview of 
the new curriculum and training on 
teaching their first unit. 

Six elementary students attended a 9-
week class on the stock market. We 
are proud to say that they achieved 
both a first and third place win in the 
elementary division of the Stock Mar-
ket Game for the spring semester! 

Eighteen students from Timothy Ed-
wards Middle School participated in 

the CAMPY (CT Association of Mathe-
matically Precocious Youth) on May 14.   

Last, but not least, the SBAC math test 
was successfully administered district-
wide. A huge shout out to math teach-
ers for the daily warm-up practice and 
exposure to multiple performance 
tasks, technology for making it all 
work, and the administrators who 
worked magic with the scheduling and 
logistics.   

Visual Arts Tom Arey 

mission on the Arts, along with the art 
departments of East Hartford, East Win-
dsor, Ellington and South Windsor. It pro-
vides recognition and exposure for young 
artists and encourages them to develop 
their talents.  The program is coordinated 
by East Hartford Art Educator, Brenda 
Parker.  

2014 STUDENT EXHIBITORS: 
Liam Bentley, Joseph Brouwer, Olivia Chaisson, 
Matthew Chambers, Devon Charron, Anthony Chen, 
Tracy Doan, Mary Grace Goodale, Megan Greer, 

South Windsor students presented their 
art work to Senator Gary LeBeau and 
Representative Bill Aman in the Senate 
Chambers on Monday, April 7, as part 
of the “Art at the Capitol” program. 
The students and their parents toured 
the Legislative Office Building and the 
Capitol Building.  

The Art at the Capitol program began 
in 1985 by then-Senator Pro-Tem John 
Larsen and Phyllis Nelson of the Com-

John Holik, Andrew Kronenwetter, Ryan Lai, 
Erica Luo, Rachel Malone, Victoria Miller, Zach-
ary Mubaied, Valli Pendyala, Katrina Poloski, 
Margaret Poulin, Megan Powell, Lauren Rankin, 
Abigail Rich, Troy Rittinger, Colin Turer and Jill 
Wilhelm 
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VISION STATEMENT 
South Windsor Public Schools promotes an engaging and dynamic culture of learning  

that prepares students to achieve their own individual excellence.  
Within an emotionally safe environment, educators will foster students’  

academic, social and personal growth.  
Our students will demonstrate critical and creative thinking, self-direction,  

collaboration, adaptability, compassion and civic responsibility  
in an ever-changing global society.  

Literacy 

Hayley Zinn Rowthorn 

hzinnrowthorn@swindsor.k12.ct.us 

 

Mathematics 

Sharon Keegan 

skeegan@swindsor.k12.ct.us 

 

Social Studies 

Gregory Frank 

gfrank@swindsor.k12.ct.us 

 

Science 

Sheryl Mortensen 

smortensen@swindsor.k12.ct.us 

 

World Languages/ELL 

Karen Stoj 

kstoj@swindsor.k12.ct.us 

 

Applied Technology/Business Education 

Allan Mothersele 

amothersele@swindsor.k12.ct.us 

 

Music 

Jo-Ann Thomas 

jthomas@swindsor.k12.ct.us 

 

Visual Arts 

Tom Arey 

tarey@swindsor.k12.ct.us 

 

Special Education—Secondary 

Maureen Pearson 

mpearson@swindsor.k12.ct.us 

 

School Counseling—Secondary 

Donna Shea 

dshea@swindsor.k12.ct.us 

South Windsor Public Schools Curriculum Leaders 


